
QC/QA- Laboratory Training Workshop
 Laboratory Testing Training in India
Background

India has 28 states and 7 union territories (UT) that independently provide health care to their people. The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has a few health institutes located in various states which provide some special care to the people living in those areas. Laboratory services provide a critical role in patient care, epidemiologic surveillance, and in prevention initiatives. In India, the hospital and private clinical laboratories are playing a major role in providing these services. The country assessments have put great emphasis on training of the laboratory and non laboratory personnel. ICMR provides some training in its institutes. At present, in the absence of a central laboratory body it is difficult to monitor quality of testing in the clinical laboratories. The quality testing becomes even more important than ever, due to the HIV/AIDS epidemic and the stigma attached to it. Government Hospital of Thoracic Medicine (GHTM) in Chennai is primarily a tuberculosis hospital. The first case of HIV was diagnosed in Chennai in 1986, since then ever increasing number of HIV patients and the association of tuberculosis with HIV has converted GHTM in to a HIV/AIDS care center. Due to limited staff in laboratories, laboratorians perform multiple tasks in the laboratories. It is important to provide training for the laboratory personnel to perform safely, improve, harmonize and generate quality test results. To address these challenges, a CDC/GAP India sponsored work shop will be held from Jan 19 to Jan. 23, 2004 at GHTM at Chennai. This workshop will provide training on laboratory safety, quality control, quality assurance, HIV, and TB. The participants will have the opportunity to interact with each other and share experiences in laboratory related strategies and problems related to laboratory testing.  The workshop will also provide a platform for the laboratorians to meet and initiate the process of running a common QC/ EQA program to improve and make the laboratory testing reliable.
Goals

· To highlight laboratory safety.

· To provide laboratory quality control and quality assurance training.

· To provide training on the laboratory testing of HIV and TB. 
· To improve quality of laboratory testing with special emphasis on HIV and TB. 
· To initiate the development QC/ EQA program.

Objectives
At the end of this workshop participants will be able to:

· Follow the laboratory safety precautions

· Describe the importance of QC and interpret quality control data
· Evaluate the QC data to improve laboratory performance

· Recognize the role and importance of QC/ EQA program.

· Perform accurate and reliable laboratory procedures for the diagnosis of HIV and TB.
