
 

 

Issue 

A child’s entry into kindergarten and early elementary school are crucial 
transition years. The transition is made easier if children arrive at school 
ready to learn and confident in their abilities. Parents can play a critical 
role in preparing their children for the demands of the early school years. 
Although parent-school collaboration is strongly related to children’s 
success in school, a variety of cultural and other barriers can impede the 
development of these important collaborative relationships. 
Unfortunately, there is a gap in knowledge about what works to create 
effective parent-school collaboration in diverse settings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Response 
Researchers at Colorado State University are working with schools and 
parents in two culturally diverse communities in Colorado and New 
Mexico to promote learning and development by enhancing the  
relationship between schools and families. In these communities, parents 
and teachers will attend a series of learning and discussion sessions 
designed to address cultural barriers and promote critical components of 
learning such as communication, self-efficacy, self-responsibility, and 
decision-making.  
 
The project has several important aims: 
 
� Improve educational success; 
 

� Reduce the potential for multiple problem behaviors; 
 

� Enhance classroom and family management skills;  
 

� Promote self-efficacy, self-management skills and the developmental 
level of the child; and   

 
� Develop resiliency factors linked with reducing use of tobacco, abuse 

of alcohol and other drugs, and violence. 
  
This project will provide important information about overcoming 
cultural barriers to building effective relationships between parents and 
schools. In addition, this project will provide useful information about 
the dissemination and translation of research results.     

More Information 
 
For more information about  
this research project, contact Jan 
Miller-Heyl, M.S., Specialist,  
Cooperative Extension, Dare to be 
You, Colorado State University, 
215 N. Linden, Cortez, CO 81321 
Tel: (970) 565-3606 
Fax: (970) 565-4641 
darecort@coop.ext.colostate.edu 
 
 
This research grant is funded 
through the second round of the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention’s (CDC) Extramural 
Prevention Research Program 
(EPRP). The EPRP is committed 
to funding prevention research that 
has direct relevance for policy and 
practice by having researchers 
invite health professionals and 
communities to participate in the 
research process - including 
identifying research questions of 
importance to their community and 
interpreting and applying the study 
findings in their community.  The 
EPRP supports many such 
community-based research grants 
throughout the United States. 

 
 
For more information about 
CDC’s EPRP, please contact the 
Office of Science and Extramural 
Research, Public Health Practice 
Program Office, CDC, 4770 
Buford Highway, NE, MS K-56,  
Atlanta, GA 30341-3724 
Tel: (770) 488-2070 
Fax: (770) 488 -8200 
http://www.phppo.cdc.gov/od/oser 
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“When it comes to the education of our 
children… failure is not an option.  We must 
work together to provide our young people 
with the knowledge and skills they need to 
be safe, self-confident, and successful.” 
President George W. Bush 
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